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Purpose: The purpose of this memo is to clarify regulation and policy regarding
release and posting of photographs and other indentifying information about a
ward of DHHS.

Background: Title 390 Chapter 11-002.01R of the Nebraska Administrative Code

states:

No photographs or slides of a Department ward or other identifying
information regarding a Department ward may be released for use on
posters, in presentations, press releases, or newsletters without the
written consent of the worker. The worker may grant release of
photographs and identifying information after considering the following:

Clarification:

Legal status of parental rights (if parental rights are intact, written
parental consent must be obtained);

The ward's opinions and wishes; and

The use of the material (For example, if a child is identifiable, will it
be detrimental to the child or his/her family). If a situation is
questionable, the worker will not give consent.

In addition to the restrictions specified in 390 NAC 11-002.01R,

foster parents or any other caregiver or professional involved with a ward of
DHHS shall not post any photographs, slides, or other identifying information on
any social networking sites without the written permission of the child’s worker.
Social networking sites include, but are not limited to, Facebook and Myspace.



